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Abstract
In this paper I will present some important ideas about the relation between
religious experience and metaphysics in Alfred North Whitehead’s philosoWhitehead’s thinking is among the most comprehensive and widely extended

Whitehead in relation both with the history of philosophy and with his own
Process and Reality

becoming conveys to this experience a fundamentally profound and inaliendescribe and analyze.
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The general character of philosophy
and the relevance of religion
Philosophy and cosmology
out of which one can derive a
tial and varied meaning. To live presupposes to have experiences that are
humankind from its beginnings and which cannot be avoided to be taken
of thought. In Science and the Modern World (1925) — the most important
book regarding Whitehead’s philosophical development which precedes
Process and Reality
Preface
religion. In every age each of these topics suggests a view of the world.”1
-

mologies.”2

but it must also submit them to the test of rationality. It can manage to
accomplish this testing because our intuitions never remain only to the
stage of emotional retention of impressions. The cosmologies which can
3

concerning
-

ptual
formulations. Cosmologies are abstractions which synthesize the various
1

Cf.

2

Ibid.

3

Science and the Modern World: Lowell Lectures, 1925 (New

both physical and cognitive functions of the human organism.
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of their historical stages of development. Modern cosmologies are much
.
Whitehead’s most complex endeavor is the construction of such a cosmol4

fundamental modes of thought and of feeling are intertwined. His cosmol-

not of concreteness. It is by reason of their instinctive grasp
philosophy retain their abiding appeal; they seek the forms in
ticipates’ throughout the world of facts.5

. The
Process and Reality is subtitled
6

An Essay in Cosmology

of a complete cosmology to construct a system of ideas which brings the
the world which have their origin in natural science.” The cosmological side
of philosophy is the application of a speculative scheme designed with the
purpose to enlighten deeper generalities and to realize deeper theoretical
constructions.

4
5
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Science and the Modern World, 59.
Process and Reality: An Essay in Cosmology

6

The Lure of Whitehead
Process and Reality
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of Process and Reality

every element of our experience can be interpreted. By this
have the character of a particular instance of the general scheme.

incapable of such interpretation.

ing in itself its own warrant of universality throughout all experience”

9

-

Philosophy and religion
Whitehead is the philosopher of imagination and adventure. He was acutely
conscious of the importance of a freely constructive imagination for design-

is simply the unfolding of imagination under the guidance of logic10. Any
elevation of our mind and inner self toward relevant ideas and ideals is
phy is a voyage towards the larger generalities.”11 The main limits imposed
narrowness of thought and of feeling and narrowness of language. As we
9
10
11
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nality as

to the possibility of grasping the permanent side of reality whilst existing
Religion should connect the rational generality of philosophy
with the emotions and purposes springing out of existence in
particular antecedents. Religion is the translation of general
ticular purposes; it is directed to the end of stretching individthe data of experience which philosophy must weave into its
own scheme. Religion is an ultimate craving to infuse into the
insistent particularity of emotion that non-temporal generality
which primarily belongs to conceptual thought alone.12

will be the contents of the following sections.

The description of subjectivity:
its possibility and structure
The ‘Fallacy of Misplaced Concreteness’
and the organic vision of reality
Whitehead was a thorough critic of the philosophy behind modern sciendevelopment of a more correct and profound vision of reality — himself
-

world. It is the distinction between what we perceive and what is the hidfeelings — and the rigorously calculable elements which constitute the
12

Process and Reality
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13

bifurcation is one of the main sources for understanding the genesis of
we do receive about the world. There is a genuine contrast between the way

ities we ascribe to it. At this point Whitehead would say that if we consider
reality we are misconceiving highly abstractions for concreteness. What are

14

and its most
-

is very important because if one understands that Whitehead has a vision
opposed to the generalization of this property — described extensively in
Science and the Modern World — then one can grasp the traits of Whitehead’s
entire conceptual architecture from Process and Reality
The characteristic common both to space and time is that material can be said to be here in space and here
here in
for its explanation any reference to other regions of spacetime. Curiously enough this character of simple location holds
whether we look on a region of space-time as determined abso-

relation of a particular material body to space-time by saying
13

14

44

Cf.

Thinking with Whitehead: A Free and Wild Creation of Concepts
Science and the Modern World, 51.

The Concepts of ‘Subjectivity’ and ‘God’

15

-

philosophy develops by taking into consideration this fundamental
intuition.
The ontological principle
and the concept of an ‘actual entity’
accordance with Descartes’ res vera and with Aristotle’s ousia16

son.” Actual entities are the ultimate components of the actual world and
Science and the Modern World
start with the event as the ultimate unit of natural occurrence. An event has
An
15
16

Cf.

Whitehead’s Metaphysics: An Introductory Exposition
Process and Reality
Science and the Modern World, 103.

45

teristics are already implied. The ontological principle has more than one
of an actual entity is revealed. A more complex formulation than the one

It is the principle that everything is positively somewhere in
actual entity is conceived as an act of experience arising out of
ing’ is the term used for the basic generic operation of passing
19

-

-

Potentiality and the constitution of subjectivity
.

20

one moment. The moment of perishing is at the same time the moment
actual entity is an acting entity.”21
19
20

Process and Reality

the dimensionality of the actual world.
21
Whitehead’s Metaphysics,
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the logical and physical constraints and the regularities which themselves
were shaped by the coordinated activity of past actual entities. Whitehead
22
. The
in the metaphysical sense. The second expression is referring to a narrower
general functioning of the actual world. This distinction is anticipated in a
much clearer passage from Science and the Modern World
is that

particularity which infects the course even within those general

an indiscriminate modal pluralism apart from logical or other
mode represents a synthesis of actualities which are limited to
conform to a standard.23

and this
by which any actual entity
is organically assimilating elements from other actual entities. We must
24

25

has in mind the actual entity as the only kind of entity that can have experiences. To have an experience means to be in a process of becoming and
22
23
24
25

Process and Reality
Science and the Modern World,
Process and Reality

26

.

for future actual entities.
The discussion about possibility does not end here. The most important
concept in Whitehead’s thought that discloses his articulation of this modal
-

Although they exist

particular

29

. The
classical example is the description of the properties of a mathematical
30

26

29
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Ibid.
Ibid.
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Whitehead’s Metaphysics, 92.
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wind.”31
the kantian apriority

applying the same thought to our sensory experience which is extremely
apart from its ingressions. In Science and the Modern World there are some

it cannot be divorced from its connectedness both with all the other eternal
32
.

The process of concrescence and the value of subjectivity

This synthetic unity forbids the notion of mere addition to the included
elements.”33 Any element included in the process of becoming of an actual
analyzed from the standpoint of its constitutive compounds while remain31
32
33

Thinking with Whitehead, 155.
Science and the Modern World,
Process and Reality

49

crescence”34
actual world is a new and unrepeatable concrescence. Is the process that

constitution of the novel one.

concrescence is itself

a thing as not a thing.35

other actual entities. The concrescence needs a datum out of which it can
build the unity of the actual entity. The idea of a becoming entity implies

place only by integration of novel experiences. This integration is realizable
36
. Whitehead dedicates several
pages to the unfolding of the structure and action of these operations. There
any other complex feeling being a combination between these types of
primary feelings .
34

theoretical innovation.
35

36
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The distinction between physical feelings and conceptual feelings

edge the actual world and with its conceptual side it can acknowledge the
-

a society — coexist in the actual world. When we perceive a landscape we

feelings. This is a metaphysical fact because any actual entity is constituted

39

. The reformation consists in

from actuality there is no value. The realm of general possibility com-

have other characteristics40
39
40
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41

Values are enduring

structing a metaphysical scheme. Whitehead is interested in the structure
42

come into being with the existence of limitations imposed by the nature of
43

original limitation for the actual world.

God and creativity
scape exposed so far is about the origins of the actual world. Whitehead’s
it all began? In Science and the Modern World
system44

45

-
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Science and the Modern World,
Beyond Metaphysics? Explorations in Alfred North Whitehead’s Late Thought

43
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Whitehead
45
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A Christian Natural Theology: Based on the Thought of Alfred North
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the struggle this concept imposes upon a mind who forced itself until the
cally indeterminate has nevertheless to be categorically detera categorical limitation which does not spring from any metaphysical reason. There is a metaphysical need for a principle

already have provided the determination. The general principle of empiricism depends upon the doctrine that there is a
principle of concretion which is not discoverable by abstract
empirical basis. In respect to the interpretation of these experiresponds to a system of thought derived from the experiences
of those who have used them.46

the theoretical problem of explaining the source of evil because we cannot
and the Modern World

tial activity”

Science
-

-

general activity is individualized by the imposed conditions.” Whitehead
not being an entity whatsoever. This activity is called in Process and Reality
Process and Reality

46

53

of the Ultimate. All these classes of categories are in fact metaphysical rules
or principles which accounts for the generative structure of existence. The
Category of the Ultimate is single because it refers to the one-encompassing
the many enter into complex unity.”49
Science and the Modern World Whitehead still
Religion in the Making is the book
50

God: its primordial and consequent nature
idea of simply ending the activity of being and of the impossibility of fur-

obstructions and an immense conceptual foothold toward deepen insights

be the whole story. The nature of evil is that the characters of
a process of selection. But the selection is elimination as the
the process of its evasion. It means discarding the element of

opposites are in
49
50
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note of interpretation. They embody the interpretation of the
cosmological problem in terms of a fundamental metaphysiconceptual appetition and physical realization. This topic constitutes the last chapter of Cosmology.51

impression conveyed especially by the last part of Process and Reality

-

-

pressed

52

potentiality”53
would not contribute to the realization of value. It is called the principle of
also for this reason that truly new things come into existence.”54 An import55
. An actual
is both a process of growth and a process of valuation. The ingression of
Process and Reality

56

e is the only
51
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his nature remains self-consistent in relation to all change.

the physical poles are prior to the conceptual poles.

primordial datum for the World. Creation achieves the reconA Christian Natural Theology,
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term which is everlastingness—the Apotheosis of the World.

-
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The solitary vision of ideals

time is simply a common observation of facts. Religion is the expression
of the power of ideals upon the intimate becoming of a human being60.
According to Religion in the Making
61

and theory of inner life”62
with the aspect of permanence within the world. In Religion in the Making
Whitehead develops a perspective upon the history of religion similar with
. The connecReligion

63

in the Making

59

Process and Reality

60

whiteheadian Christian Natural Theology
61
Religion in the Making
62
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of ethical approbation of behavior and clarity of thought64
Science in the Modern World
it was an epoch of rationality — because it sustained a teleological doctrine
. I think the most important
observation that Whitehead makes about religion is the enlightening of
the relation between universality and solitude66 in religious experience.
A religious experience is a solitary vision of ideals and ideals are the sole
grounding for optimism because they represent the fundamental support
65

The immediate reaction of human nature to the religious vision
is worship. Religion has emerged into human experience mixed
and with clearer expression. It is the one element in human
experience which persistently shows an upward trend. It fades
added richness and purity of content. The fact of the religious

of transient experience.

To gain a more profound intuition of universality one must assume its
otherness and by integration of this contrastive experience the growth in
feeling is against the elevation towards the ultimate truth about everlasting. The religious vision is a moment of glancing
at the divine landscape of absolute beauty and goodness.

Some remarks concerning a possible dialogue between process
philosophy and Eastern Orthodox Christianity following
suggestions from the Romanian philosopher Lucian Blaga
-

64
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Science and the Modern World,
Religion in the Making,
Science and the Modern World, 192.
Religion in the Making,
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the importance of interaction between actual entities; the event-structure
importance of emotionality and the relevance of experiences for designagainst the bifurcation of nature and the generalization of materialistic
principles is also an important argument for understanding his philosodepictions that characterizes both the architecture and the contents of his
Narrowness of ideas and philosophical depth contradict each other. An
organic view is intrinsically a view of openness. How can process philos-

application is important for the validation of a scheme of thought and
an open dialogue — which means an interaction out of which both parts
this new intellectual and emotional experience — with the conceptuality
believed that philosophy and religion can and should change according to
is compelled to reinforce itself by integrating new religious experiences
and new conceptual structures. As philosophy is compelled to take into
of human thinking and feeling.

losophy by making appeal to some remarks a Romanian philosopher made
he had a profound perspective upon the areas of research essential for the
present paper. In one of the books that forms his Trilogy of Culture
speaks at length about the main religions of the world in the context of his
say that it is a form of religious experience that centers on the way of livblossoms after it has grown from its seed. Blaga is saying further that
69

69

The Trilogy of Culture
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Science and the Modern World
of thinking that disavows the bifurcation of nature and the generalization
indication of a possible acute sense of reality in its conceptual-ideal side.

The monk’s belief shines from within towards the exterior. It is a simple
and natural belief that reveals a deep life of the unconscious. His exis-

they are suggestions that I think theologians can deepen if they connect
religion and every culture is giving its own stamp on this universally
important experience.

Conclusions
logical synthesis between intuitions from the history of philosophy and
it preserves into everlastingness the events of the actual world and is the

actual entity and creativity as the Category of the Ultimate; on the other

same time is keeping a critical distance against theoretical interpretations
of this experience.
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